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The Primary Years Programme: preparing students to be active participants in a

lifelong journey of learning

What is an IB education?

The IB continuum of international education for Y- to Y4a-year-olds is unique because of its academic and
personal rigour. We challenge students to excel in their studies and in their personal growth. We aim to inspire
a quest for learning throughout life that is marked by

enthusiasm and empathy. The IB aspires to help schools develop well-rounded students with

character who responds to challenges with optimism and an open mind, are confident in their own identities,
make ethical decisions, join with others in celebrating our common humanity and are

prepared to apply what they learn in real-world, complex, and unpredictable situations.

The IB offers high—quality programmes of international education that share a powerful vision. Informed by the

values described in the learner profile, an IB education:

» focuses on learners — the IB’s student—centred programmes promote healthy relationships, ethical responsibility,

and personal challenge

+ develops effective approaches to teaching and learning — IB programmes help students to develop the attitudes

and skills they need for both academic and personal success

» works within global contexts — IB programmes increase understanding of languages and cultures, and explore

globally significant ideas and issues

+ explores significant content — IB programmes offer a curriculum that is broad and balanced, conceptual and

connected.

IB learners strive to become inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open—-minded, caring,
risk—takers, balanced, and reflective. These attributes represent a broad range of human capacities and

responsibilities that go beyond intellectual development and academic success.
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What is the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP)?

The PYP is designed for students aged ¥ to Y. It focuses on the development of the whole child as an
inquirer, both in the classroom and in the world outside. It is a framework guided by six transdisciplinary
themes of global significance, explored using knowledge and skills derived from six subjects’ areas, as well as
transdisplinary skills, with a powerful emphasis on inquiry. The PYP is flexible enough to accommodate the
demands of most national or local curriculums and provides the best preparation for students to engage in the

IB Middle Years Programme.

The IB Primary Years Programme

» addresses students’ academic, social and emotional well-being

* encourages students to develop independence and to take responsibility for their own learning

* supports students’ efforts to gain understanding of the world and to function comfortably within it

* helps students establish personal values as a foundation upon which international-mindedness will develop

and flourish.

The six subject areas identified within the IB Primary

Years Programme:
* language * social studies
* mathematics e arts

* science * personal, social and physical education
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From : http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/other—languages/pyp—programme-brochure-ar.pdf

The most significant and distinctive feature of the IB Primary

Years Programme are the six transdisplinary themes

These themes provide IB World Schools with the opportunity to incorporate local and global issues into the

curriculum and effectively allow students to “step up” beyond the confines of learning within subject areas.

* Who we are

Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and spiritual health;
human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it
means to be human

* Where we are in place and time

Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations
and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the interconnectedness of individuals and
civilizations, from local and global perspectives

* How we express ourselves

Inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the
ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic

* How the world works

Inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological)
and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and
technological advances on society and on the environment.

*How we organize ourselves

Inquiry into the interconnectedness of human—-made systems and communities; the structure and function of
organizations; societal decision—making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the
environment.

*Sharing the planet

Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and other living
things; communities and the relationship within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and

conflict resolution.


http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/other-languages/pyp-programme-brochure-ar.pdf
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Program of Inquiry in Grade \:

Central Idea:
Understanding ourselves and others improve our lives
Key Concepts :Form - Connection - Function

Unit - Related Concepts: heredity- characteristics - similarities- differences- roles
Lines of Inquiry:
e The impact of the families and schools on individuals) Function
Who we are e Similarities and differences between living beings (form)
e Different roles of individuals (Function)
Skills: Social/ Self-management
Learner Profile: open-minded — caring
Central Idea:
Individuals create systems based on their needs and changes in nature
Unit ¥ around them.
Key Concepts: Function — connection - change
Related Concept: Changes in Nature - System - Rotation - Patterns
Lines of Inquiry:
How We e Changes in Nature (Change)
organize e The relationship between changes in nature and daily system
ourselves (Connection)
e The role of systems in fulfilling needs (Function)
SKills :Social Skills - Communication Skills
Learner Profile: balanced — knowledgeable
Central Idea:
Understanding the function of animal and plant parts help us solve
Unit ¥ problems.
Key Concepts: Function -Responsibility-Perspective
. Related Concepts: Resources — adaptation (survival) - structure - function - attributes
Sharing the | Lines of Inquiry:
planet e Form and function of living beings (Function)

e protecting natural environments (responsibility)
e Solving human problems (Perspective)

Skills: Self-management/ Thinking skills

Learner Profile: balanced — reflective

Y




Unit ¢;

How the
word works

Central Idea:
Light and sound help individuals fulfil their needs.
Key Concepts: Connection — Causation - Function
Related Concepts: Reflection — Waves — Vibration — Light — Sound —
Darkness - Shadow
Lines of Inquiry:
e The Effect of Light on objects (Connection)
e Principles of sound and light (Causation)
e Uses of Sound and Light (Function)
Skills: Thinking Skills — Research Skills
Learner Profile: thinkers - Inquirers- communicators

Unit ¢;:

How we
express
ourselves

Central Idea: Individuals communicate in different ways.
Key Concepts: Form - causation - Change
Related Concepts: Communication tools/problem solving/ signs and
symbols of communication
Lines of Inquiry:
e Meaning of signs and symbols (form)
e The impact of technology on communication (Causation)
e The evolution of the means of communication (Change)
Skills : communication - Social
Learner Profile: open-minded - principled - Communicators

Unit 1;

Where we are
In place and
time

Central Idea: Individuals plan different trips to explore and fulfill their
needs
Key Concepts: Function, Connection, Change
Related Concepts: Trips — Planning — Impact- problem solving
Lines of Inquiry:
e Trips now and then (Change)
e The effect of trips on individuals (Connection)
e Planning trips (Function)
Skills: communication — research
Learner Profile: knowledgeable / Risk takers
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Subject: English Language

In grade one, English Language is fundamental to learning, thinking and communicating. Learning takes
place overtime in authentic contexts, and literature plays a special role in enabling this to happen.
English language instruction is an integral part of the total curriculum and is incorporated throughout
the units of inquiry. Our PYP units allow students multiple opportunities to read, speak, write, view
and listen to the English language. We provide opportunities for this to happen in a safe and
stimulating environment in order to encourage risk-taking and learning during class discussions, shared
and guided reading, writing workshop and inquiry.

Our aim is to build a solid base for the English language at this early age and to develop students’
ability to express themselves fluently, confidently and accurately in oral, written and visual
communication systems to prepare the students for the challenges ahead in the following years.

Reading:
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central
message or lesson.
Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.

Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the
senses.

Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information,
drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types.

Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text.

Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.
Compare and contrast two texts on the same topic.

With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade ).

Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

Know and use various text features.

Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.

Make predictions, connections and reflections.

Writing:

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing
about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of
closure.

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about
the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events,
include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order,
and provide some sense of closure.
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Create a response to a text, author, theme or personal experience.

Participate in shared research and writing projects

With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather
information from provided sources to answer a question.

Speaking and Listening:

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade \ topics and
texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one
at a time about the topics and texts under discussion.

Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through
multiple exchanges

Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion

Consider individual differences when communicating with others.

Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and
feelings clearly.
Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation.

Language:

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Usage

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade ) reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.

With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of word relationships
and nuances in word meanings.

Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal simple
relationships (e.g., because).

Viewing and Presenting:
e Develop and answer questions about key details in diverse texts and formats.

e Create or utilize existing visual displays to support descriptions to clarify thoughts, ideas and

feelings.

Y¢



e Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media

e Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information
or clarify something that is not understood.

e Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas,
thoughts, and feelings

® Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation.

Note: Kindly notice that some standards will be addressed more than others.

Assessments:
e Baseline Test

Anecdotal Notes
Students’ Journals & Reflections
Common Formative & Summative Assessments

Benchmark Assessment System BAS:

We used the Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) to assess your child on a one-on-one set-up
to identify your child’s reading level in terms of fluency, and comprehension. A set of leveled
texts, which increase in difficulty, are used for the assessment.

Benchmark Assessment System text level

A B c | o E| Flaea | w1 ] K | L | m
Kindergarten Grade One Grade Two
Homework:

With respect to the homework, a unit packet will be sent at the start of the unit and additional
reinforcement practice will be assigned weekly as needed. In addition, since the main goal is to read
levelled books online, the students will have access to Raz Kids website for reading stories according to
their reading levels. The students are expected to enter their accounts and read daily as their teacher
will be updated with their activity through the website.
Resources:

- Wonders by McGraw Hill

- Reading Street Kit by Scott Foresman
- Writers’ Workshop program by Lucy Calkins
- Raz kids' website for levelled books: www.raz-kids.com

- Starfall www.starfall.com



http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
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