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Dhahran Ahliyya Schools is a candidate school* for the Primary Years Programme. This school is
pursuing authorization as an 1B World School. These are schools that share a common philosophy—a
commitment to high quality, challenging, international education that Dhahran Ahliyya Schools believes is
important for our students.
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The Primary Years Programme: preparing students to be active participants in
a lifelong journey of learning

What is an IB education?

The IB continuum of international education for 3 to 19 year olds is unique because of its academic and
personal rigour. We challenge students to excel in their studies and in their personal growth. We aim to
inspire a quest for learning throughout life that is marked by

enthusiasm and empathy. The IB aspires to help schools develop well-rounded students with

character who respond to challenges with optimism and an open mind, are confident in their own
identities, make ethical decisions, join with others in celebrating our common humanity and are
prepared to apply what they learn in real-world, complex and unpredictable situations.

The IB offers high-quality programmes of international education that share a powerful vision. Informed
by the values described in the learner profile, an IB education:

« focuses on learners - the IB’s student-centred programmes promote healthy relationships, ethical
responsibility and personal challenge

* develops effective approaches to teaching and learning — IB programmes help students to develop the
attitudes and skills they need for both academic and personal success

» works within global contexts - IB programmes increase understanding of languages and cultures, and
explore globally significant ideas and issues

« explores significant content - IB programmes offer a curriculum that is broad and balanced, conceptual
and connected.

IB learners strive to become inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-
minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced, and reflective. These attributes represent a broad range of human
capacities and responsibilities that go beyond intellectual development and academic success.
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What is the IB Primary Years
Programme (PYP)?

The PYP is designed for students aged 3 to 12. It focuses on the development of the whole child as an
inquirer, both in the classroom and in the world outside. It is a framework guided by six
transdisciplinary themes of global significance, explored using knowledge and skills derived from six
subjects areas, as well as transdisplinary skills, with a powerful emphasis on inquiry. The PYP is
flexible enough to accommodate the demands of most national or local curriculums and provides the
best preparation for students to engage in the IB Middle Years Programme.

The IB Primary Years Programme

+ addresses students’ academic, social and emotional well-being

* encourages students to develop independence and to take responsibility for their own learning

* supports students’ efforts to gain understanding of the world and to function comfortably within it
* helps students establish personal values as a foundation upon which international-mindedness will
develop and flourish.

The six subject areas identified within the 1B Primary

Years Programme:

* language * social studies
* mathematics * arts
* science * personal, social and physical education
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The most significant and distinctive feature of the IB Primary
Years Programme are the six transdisplinary themes

These themes provide 1B World Schools with the opportunity to incorporate local and global issues into
the curriculum and effectively allow students to “step up” beyond the confines of learning within subject
areas.

* Who we are

Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and spiritual
health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and
responsibilities; what it means to be human

* Where we are in place and time

Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries,
explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the interconnectedness of
individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives

* How we express ourselves

Inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and
values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the
aesthetic

* How the world works

Inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world (physical and
biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact
of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.

e How we organize ourselves

Inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function
of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the
environment

* Sharing the planet

Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and
other living things; communities and the relationship within and between them; access to equal
opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.
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We are pleased to welcome you in the Kindergarten section at Dhahran Ahliyya Schools. In a fun and
safe atmosphere, we are working to help the children exert their energies and discover their potentials,
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curiosity and love for learning. We also answer every child’s questions to fulfill their needs.
We would like to share with you the summary of 2017/2018 annual plan. This plan will be followed to
achieve our expectations in every child which qualify him/her to move up to the following grade level.

Attitude

Skills

Questions of
inquiry

Lines of Inquiry

Key
Concepts

Central
idea

Themes

Duration

2Juesd|0]
duapuadapu|
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1. What are my rights
& responsibilities
towards others?

2. What is my role
toward people
around me (family/
friends)?

3. What makes me
unique from others?

1. My rights and
responsibilities in the society.
(Responsibility)

2. Social relationships.
(Responsibility)
3.Uniqueness of each person.
(Form)

Responsibility

Form

Social values
reflect the
rights and

responsibiliti

es of
individuals to
themselves
and to those
around them.
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1- What are the
common systems in
any society?

2- What are the
different kinds of
systems? How does
they affect us?
3-Time
management, what is
your daily routine?

1. Change of transportation
from past to present.
(reflection)

2. Systems related to usage of
transportation (rules, time).
(Function)

3.Counting numbers helps
organizing. (Function)

Function

Reflection

The
communities
work on
constructing
systems that
serve our
needs and
utilize time
effectively.

How we

organize

ourselve
s

m
S
~—
=2
c
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o
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3
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c
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o
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1- What is weather?
2- How does the
weather effect our
daily routine?

3- What are the
changes that occur in
the environment due
to the weather?

1- Changes that occur to the
world due to the weather. (
Change )

2- The effect of the weather on
human life ( causation)

3-The relation between the
weather and the environment.
(Perspective)

Causation
Change

Perspective

Natural laws
affect the
society and
the
environment

How the
world
works
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1. What are the
resources of planet
earth? How do we
preserve it?

2. How do living
things affect each
other?

3. How can | protect
my planet from
pollution?

1. Relationship between living
things on earth. (connection)
2. Materials Recycling
(change)

Change
Connection

Responsibility

The living
things
interact with
the
environment
and use its
natural
resources in
different
ways.

Sharing
the
planet

191saWas puodas
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1- How can our
feelings and thoughts
change ?

2- What are the ways
We express our
feelings? ( happiness
—sadness ...)

3- How to connect
and benefit from
different cultures
around us?

1.The diversity of cultures in
the world (Form )

2. The impact of cultures on
our thoughts (Reflection)

Form
Reflection
Perspective

Respect for
similarities
and
differences is
an important
factor in the
appreciation
of cultures.

How we

express

ourselve
S
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1- How have human
patterns and
behaviors changed
over time?

2- How was life on
earth before human
existence?

1-Change resulting from
development (change)

2- Reflection on the origin of
mankind and knowing the
previous generations
(connection)

Connection
Change

Exploring the
basics of life
help to
understand
the
relationship
between past
and present.

Where
we are in
place
and time

This year, we will work on an intensive plan regarding the dual language program (English/Arabic).
Our daily school schedule starts from 7:10 AM to 12:30 PM. It includes every field of development
according to our expectations of the students’ grade level.
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Subjects:
1)Religion:

Our role is to instill values and principles of Islam in our children. The curriculum includes Quranic
surahs/chapters which supports ethical development of a child and targets IB Learners Profile (Faithful,
Principled, collaborative, caring).

2-Arabic Lanquage:

Our Arabic language program called “ISS” is rich and contains variety of literacy resources which
focuses on reading comprehension strategies. ISS program is based on standards and modern methods
of teaching Arabic language, starting from kindergarten to grade eight. The program focuses on the
students necessity in mastering the standards of classical Arabic language skills so that they can use it
spontaneously in communication, research and in their future practical life.

We apply “Balanced Arabic Language Program” in our classes through which we teach letters, skills
and strategies for reading in differentiated groups, whereas the letters are introduces through a story with
an emphasis on letter sounds and spellings along with reading sight words.

Our plans will be integrated in teaching of reading program to achieve the desired goals for our students.

Arabic Language Program

My Garden: Greeting: ( speak about yourself)
What do we plant? -Greeting friends and family
Plants -Traveler and patient greeting

Greetings(general):
My Garden: Eid greetings .
Fruits National celebrations greetings First

Vegetables Second My School: Semester;
Semester | \jeeting Friends

My Feelings:
Express through music My School:
Express through Drawing/Painting and School supplies
movement Workers at school
Express through arts, music and School celebrations
movement

Please visit the links below to have a general idea about the resources we use:

http://www.osfor.org/ http://www.alef-ba-ta.com/#
http://www.nafham.com/
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3-Mathematics:

As soon as the children enter the school, the mathematical concepts are introduced in an indirect and
random way where variety of opportunities provide them to explore from their surroundings and these
experiences are the first steps of their discoveries to numbers and logics. Gradually, these concepts
become more organized while implementing them during the school day.

The students are prepared to grasp concepts of measurement, data and geometry through multiple
activities, where they discover the concept of numbers and start implementing them independently
targeting IB learners profile in Dhahran Ahliyyah Schools.

Rationale: the students focus on learning by choosing educational strategies to support their thinking.
There are three basic principles that guides the teacher while teaching mathematics according to
educational perspective of Johan Dewey , Piaget

The first principle: to encourage students to think actively while answering their questions.

The second principle: to encourage students to think about their thinking, in the sense that they imagine
as how did they arrive to the answer of a certain question.

The third principle: to encourage students to model their thinking in words, pictures or symbols.

We use Common Core standards for K-12.

Mathematics Program

Operations and Algebraic

Thinking Geometry

First

Second Measurement and Data Semester
Semester

composing numbers 11 to 19
Counting numbers

You can support your child’s skills by visiting the following links:

http://www.kidzone.ws/math/kindergarten.htm

http://www.k5learning.com/free-preschool-kindergarten-worksheets/simple-math

http://www.education.com/worksheets/kindergarten/math/



http://www.kidzone.ws/math/kindergarten.htm
http://www.k5learning.com/free-preschool-kindergarten-worksheets/simple-math
http://www.education.com/worksheets/kindergarten/math%20/
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4) Science:

Rationale: The main objective of science units is to convey to the children that the world is an
interesting place to discover. Therefore, we strive to provide them with maximum opportunities to
interact with materials in their environment, enrich them with experiences and compare their findings of
scientific experiments by using their five senses.

We use Delaware standards and encourage students to:

a- ask questions about the world and its surroundings.

b- Use their five senses to observe and notice.

c- Inquire things, items and *

d- Present their ideas and explanations on concepts learned.
e- Transfer and present the learning.

5) Vocabulary: Why vocabulary is important for students to learn? How? From where? The students
should have vocabulary (to learn, to use) to be able to absorb, understand and read.

Research has shown that teaching appropriate academic vocabulary to the grade level increases their
linguistic achievement regardless of their own language and social background and these vocabularies
are applied in all subjects (Math, science, language.)

6) Art Activities:

The art activities help the child to express their feelings using different methods to develop a spirit of
creativity and innovation which is in lined with IB PYP in Dhahran Ahliyyah Schools.




 pfil) g 2 o831 48y 50 (7
Al Gt g plail) ey ol 5 8 o 5B R 9SS
- Ul dasall il lgall Aadatl Janll aay s ol 5 08 Ly o Ly 85 JUilaY) oy 563

Laxs el dary 5 Cangs < jlgall calldall (3] (50 48 jral sl e g 30 gl aafi Al ) diLaly
3 _lgall doa il ¢ gus DUl o 33U e all (585 il 5 4d e al) ;s ay Al e 5 4l dasiall ) jlgall Al
e Jaall Jualall o) 3y

Ll e oSal )5S, L g Anbiall Al JS Jae ey allall sie el il 3 aggill

e s il gaally e sl e A e Ol el Tald ety Clagina) 5 8e) Jll ans ga 3 (g lad) Jamall
& AlUall (5 e paT (ya yrda X Gl glaa (e a geal Bel A JERY) A3 Gl g adalial) &3 Cag Al
Al 4.,3)@1\ Sc\‘)ﬁ\} AlaxisY) k—\\‘)LG-A aall)

SA Qllall (5 sl e eliyg @l 38 5 e A 5 A0l A 1) Als e 8 GOl 5 ) dadl (5 e
(e Anilaie 3 i Gle gana A aladll Qllall andy Suay Ailate Gile gana By alaia aladl Jadadsl) lalady
- 6 sl G

Ol sk 68 Y a2 2-8

Aaleall (e A A3l e ol Caall ddae pe Jidall 2085 daglie 5 Jilall dyia 2885 1 Jjiall- ]
Lo Jend gad ol 5 Ul ) jall g gaad ) Jie s 3l el yall 5 e LaiaD oY) ) guan D

J el (8 Lginlia aid Ayl dall) ol jlga Al g L 48 g dadiall il jlgall Cilga¥) die g :lgdon
BLuils Lgapass 5

&&m\_jj’M\L}A‘\S\ﬂ;‘;&lﬁ\blﬁwﬂ&ﬂ‘b&&&mujﬁd\;\hﬂ\d&i}“d‘jmc%&:\
)u.;j;sy.:\eﬁ/tﬁf‘y\e;s‘é_s.myum,w‘;@m@zgu@\jifw\&\yiw&ﬁéi)u.ag
dual jlaa) el il g sand Ll laele A Ja A Jikl) ae dcla Y Cplad sladaio g dag S ¢ g LS S
Al Ja 4

7) Assessment Tools:

Formative Assessments: these assessments are conducted before, after, and during instruction to identify
areas of strengths and weaknesses.

Submitting the students’ progresses at the end of each unit in order to identify each student’s level and
whether or not they are properly applying the skills and accordingly a student will receive feedback.
Based on the results children will be able to know areas to work on to improve themselves.
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Summative Assessment: this is a final assessment and a grade will be given after the continuous
formative assessments taken previously.

The Running Record (st J>d)): is an Arabic language assessments for reading and comprehension
skills includes phonemic awareness, phonic, identification of letters, syllables, and words/letter
awareness. It also includes assessing the students on grade leveled texts books to determine students’
readiness in language and reading.

We use the running record (s Jall) for students in KG 2 and KG 3. It is conducted 5 times in a
year. Based on students’ reading level, they will be divided into groups and the differentiated plans will
be provided accordingly.

8)We expect the families to support their children in 2 ways:

1. Home: check the child’s bag daily and follow his progress with the teacher based on the feedback
given to him/her from the teachers.

2. Attend parents-teachers conferences and school programs regularly as scheduled (such as Reading
Week, Mommy and I, We Work Together ... etc.)

Purpose: to provide mothers with educational strategies to reinforce the skills of both Arabic and
English Languages at home.

9)Healthy Food:

We encourage our children to eat healthy food at a very young age. Thus, for this reason, we do not
encourage to bring any kind of gifts or unhealthy foods on any occasion in the school except for the Star
of Week and Birthdays. For these two occasions, all Kindergarten children are allowed to bring
cupcakes without cream ONLY. Otherwise, snacks/food will be returned back home with the
child. In the Reading Week, children can bring a story to share.
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Sunshine by the Wright Group

Wonders by McGraw-Hill

Rigby

Scholastics

Pearson ( D’Nealian Handwriting, Word Analysis and Vocabulary)
Writers’ Workshop program by Lucy Calkins

Raz kids website for leveled books: www.raz-kids.com

Starfall www.starfall.com

10)English Language Program:

In Kindergarten, each unit will cover PYP themes through which we teach essential skills during shared
and guided reading. We use various resources to build student knowledge in literature and informational
text that develops vocabulary, comprehension and most importantly a love of reading.

11)Assessments:

Daily Observations

Checklist for letters and sight words

Common Formative & Summative Assessments

DRAZ2: Developmental Reading Assessment 2 (DRA2) is used in Kindergarten and the
elementary section to follow up with the students' progress in reading. DRA Word Analysis is
used to assess the rhyming words, initial and final sounds, counting number of words in
sentences, identifying and writing their first and last name, reading the early emergent sight
words, identifying upper and lower case letters by name, and producing sounds and words for
each. At the end of kindergarten, students are expected to read simple books DRA level 4 or
above on their own and retell main events.



http://www.starfall.com/

12)Homework & Reading Files:

With respect to homework, it will be sent weekly to reinforce skills taught in class and keep up with
class routines. The reading file will contain 3-5 small books for you to read to your child and instill in
him/her a love of reading until he/she is ready to read on his/her own. All files must be returned to class
on time every week.

Resources:

Sunshine by the Wright Group

Wonders by McGraw-Hill

Rigby

Scholastics

Pearson ( D’Nealian Handwriting, Word Analysis and Vocabulary)
Writers” Workshop program by Lucy Calkins

Raz kids website for leveled books: www.raz-kids.com

Starfall www.starfall.com



http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
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In the PYP, The (PSPE) Personal, Social and Physical Education is concerned with the
individual's well-being through the promotion and development of concepts, knowledge, attitudes and
skills that contribute to this well being. Well-being is intrinsically linked to all aspects of a student's
experience at school and beyond. It encompasses physical, emotional, cognitive, spiritual and social
health and development, and contributes to an understanding of self, to developing and maintaining
relationships with others, and to participation in an active, healthy lifestyle.

The activities in the Physical Education program are specifically classified into five (5) Main
Categories: 1. Developmental Activities, 2. Simple Games, 3. Rhythmic Activities, 4. Gymnastics
and 5. Athletic Sports. This can only be made possible with the cooperation of the school and parents.
Like what Doctor Sally Al Turki says, ""We must model what we believe, We must model that we can
do it, WE must model that TOGETHER we can.” So, | am hoping that all of the parents will cooperate
and do your part to help our kids be physically fit and healthy. These includes giving your child the right
food based on the "food pyramid", giving enough and proper sleep, and providing them proper PE
uniform. I will surely be pleased if you have other questions or suggestions regarding my subject
because "Each year we will be better than we the year before!"
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As librarians and library teachers ,we are thrilled to serve your child this year ! We are looking forward
to helping them become Critical Thinkers, Balanced, Inquirers and Ethical users of information by
developing their research skills.

Students will attend weekly library classes. They will learn how to find and use resources. We will be
following up with their Units of Inquiry by reading and analyzing stories to support the elements of the
PYP PROGRAMME ( CONCEPTS, SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE ,ATTITUDES and ACTION )

Students will be checking out their favorite books in both English and Arabic languages .They are
allowed to keep their stories for a week with the possibility of rechecking them a second time .

Each child has his / her own card to be used in the library.

Students will learn to take care of the library materials and they will review the lost and damage material
policy. We would like you as a parent to enjoy the library materials as well with your child.

DAS library has its own time of the year to celebrate ! yes celebrate. Throughout the year we will be
announcing the READING WEEK CELEBRATION. During this week, a lot of enjoyable activities will
be held with your children by our amazing older students.

Offered to children once a week and will be reading a story and borrow books, and the story must be
returned before your child's class library dedicated appointment, if there will not be returned to borrow a
new story, a piece is re-old story or communicate with the library parameter.

The library team happily serves all kids and their parents at any time .For more information and
inquiries, please don’t hesitate to call the library Ext 217 .We are looking forward to a wonderful school
year full of achievement and learning with our precious students
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Meetings:

Open House Meeting: provides parents with comprehensive information about IB PYP
(International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme) and standards of every grade level
expectations, which we apply it in kindergarten daily schedules.

First Individual Meeting: where teachers receives from the mothers information (psychological /
social / health) about their child and all important aspects that must be considered when working
with them to achieve greater interest with the school program.

Second Individual Meeting: It aims to discuss all aspects of the academic development of the
child based on the grade level expectations.

Consultation Meeting (Mom! 1 learn and enjoy): The mother accompanies her child to the
classroom on allotted time. The child gets chance to talks about his daily routine, his interests
while playing in the classroom centers, and showing his work accomplishments in his personal
portfolio to receive the moral support from his parents.

Third Individual Meeting: It is held if the child's mother wishes to meet or the child needs support
on his personal learning agreements which had been discussed in previous meetings.
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* There may be more than one meeting with the mother according to the need to discuss on child's
academic or behavioral areas
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We will be glad to communicate with you, answer your questions and listen to your suggestions in the
following ways:
1) Individual meetings.
2) Phone:
Branch building: 8918674
Main Building: 8919444 - Ext. 257

Preferable time: 1:00 PM (after the children leave school) except for necessary cases.

3) E-mail

We strive to instill the lifelong skills and the Islamic values in our children.

We wish our children a fruitful year.
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