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Welcome to Dhahran Ahliyya Schools! 

DHAHRAN AHLIYYA SCHOOLS 
P.O. BOX 39333 
DOHA DISTRICT 
DHAHRAN 31942 
KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
 

Girls’ School 
Telephone:  +966 (013) 8919444 

Email:   girls@das.sch.sa  

 

Boys’ School 
Telephone:  +966 (013) 8919222 

Email:   boys@das.sch.sa  

 
 
FAX:   +966 (013) 8915252 
 
Website:  www.Das.sch.sa 

mailto:girls@das.sch.sa�
mailto:boys@das.sch.sa�
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Introduction 

Dhahran Ahliyya Schools (DAS) is a candidate school for IB Primary Years Program 
(PYP) and an interested school for the IB Middle Years Program (MYP). It is also 
moving towards the IB Diploma Program (DP). 

At DAS, we aim to prepare girls and boys to be thinking, caring, healthy, bi-lingual 
individuals who will thrive on the challenges of the changing world and make a 
positive difference, locally and globally. 

Consistent progress toward this goal has been achieved through the Schools’ vision 
of itself as a professional learning community committed to the continuous learning of 
all members, including students, parents, faculty, staff and others who participate in 
its development.  As a result, the schools have acquired a reputation for providing a 
caring and supportive atmosphere and for maintaining high academic standards. 

DAS was founded in 1977 (1397 Hijri) by Khalid Ali Alturki and his American-born 
wife, Dr. Sally Alturki and is accredited both by North Central Association 
Commission on School Accreditation and Improvement (NCA CASI) and also by the 
Ministry of Education of Saudi Arabia.  

The school is a not for profit organization, and its budget is covered through tuition, 
and donations The school’s Advisory Board also serves as a source of stability for 
DAS. 
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Mission, Vision & Strategies 

OUR MISSION: 

To empower each student to be a compassionate, thinking, lifelong, bilingual learner 
who makes a positive difference, locally and globally. 

 

OUR VISION: 

To provide a world class education with an Arab and Islamic identity through a 
pioneering learning community that is sustainable and socially responsible. 

 

OUR MOTTO: 

“Each year we will be better than we were the year before!” 

 

OUR STRATEGY: 

DAS strives to be a pioneering learning community that fosters collaboration, persists 
in continuous inquiry and development, and utilizes current research and technology 
in the service of improving student learning. 
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DAS Learner Profile 

As a not-for-profit learning community with an Arab and Islamic identity, we aim for 
our faculty and students to become: 
 

Faithful:  We possess strong faith in the principles and values of   
   Islam, which are also the values of humanity, and that is  
   reflected in our words and deeds.  

Inquirers:  We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and  
   research. We know how to learn independently and with  
   others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of  
   learning throughout life.  

Open-Minded: We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, 
   as well as the values and traditions of others. We seek and  
   evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow 
   from the experience. 
Knowledgeable: We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring  
   knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues 

   and ideas that have local and global signi-ficance.  
Thinkers:  We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take 
   responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative 
   in making reasoned, ethical decisions.  

Communicators: We express ourselves con-fidently and creatively in more than 
   one language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively,  
   listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and 
   groups.  

Caring:  We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a  
   commitment to service, and we act to make a positive difference 

   in the lives of others and in the world around us.  
Risk Takers:  We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we 
   work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and 
   innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the face 
   of challenges and change.  

Balanced:  We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of 
   our lives—intellectual, physical, and emotional—to achieve well-
   being for ourselves and others. We recognize our   
   interdependence with other people and with the world in which 
   we live.  
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Learner Profile & School Body 

   Weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal  
   development.  

Principled:  We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness 
   and justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people 
   everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their  
   consequences.      

Collaborative: We take a positive view of matters and of persons and possess 
   the skills and habits of effective teamwork to accomplish joint 
   objectives. 
 

GRADE LEVELS 
 
DAS offers all grade levels from pre kindergarten to grade 12, including nursery care 
for babies and toddlers. There are three years of pre-school, six of elementary, three 
of middle school and three of secondary. By Saudi law, boys are mixed with girls, 
only at the pre-school level. First and second grade boys are taught in the Girls’ 
School by female teachers, but in classes separate from the girls. From the third 
grade, boys move to the Boys’ School, where they are taught only by male teachers.  
 

OUR FACULTY 
 
All our faculty have been selected from the very best applicants, worldwide, including 
our own alumni. Over 22 nationalities are represented in our faculty. 
All faculty members are actively involved in continuous professional and personal 
development. Throughout the school year, professional development activities are 
continuous and job-embedded. Each summer, once the students have left school, 
concentrated training programs, involving workshops and committee work are held to 
enable our teachers and administrators to prepare for the coming year. 
 

OUR STUDENTS & SCHOOL POPULATION 
 
The total number of students has been steadily increasing each year, with much 
demand for places. The current student population is around 1900, with around 95% 
being Saudi citizens, and the remainder from other Arab nationalities. Since 
acceptance to DAS at all levels is based on entrance exams, the students are an 
exceptional group in terms of their abilities, motivation and parental support.  
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Educational Programs, Curriculum & Instruction 

OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
 
DAS is now a candidate school for IB Primary Years Program (PYP) and an 
interested school for the IB Middle Years Program (MYP). We are also moving 
towards the IB Diploma Program (DP). Our dual language international program aims 
to ensure that students can learn, work and think effectively in both English and 
Arabic. An additional benefit of the program is that students are able to make use of 
up to date resources, methodologies and technology in both languages throughout 
their school career.  
 
All students are in the PYP from pre-kindergarten levels through to 5th grade, 
providing science, math and other courses in English and Arabic in alternative years. 
In 6th, 7th and 8th grades, they have gradually more English. Upon entering 9th 
grade, students choose between continuing in the International Program to earn an 
American Diploma through a focus on more English, or, switching to the advanced 

Saudi Muqararat curriculum which offers more subjects in Arabic. 
 
The curriculum and materials are continuously being improved. For example, in the 
intermediate grades (7-9) students are taught geography using an interactive, 

internet-based program from Teachers Curriculum Institute (TCi). New programs in 
creativity and entrepreneurship are being introduced through Innoent education, to 
give students the opportunity to realize their ideas. Advanced Placement courses are 
offered to secondary students in many subjects. 
 

CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION 
 

DAS standards for English, Arabic and math are based on the US Common Core. 
Curricula for geography, history and social studies are developed using AERO 
standards designed for international schools, and are taught partly in Arabic and 
partly in English. Standards for religious education use the DAS Learner Profile as its 
foundation. Science has previously been based on Delaware standards, but is 

gradually moving to the Next Generation Science Standards. 
 
Inquiry and research play an active part in our approach to student learning. All 
students are involved in learning independently and collaboratively through use of the 
library, technology and their own projects. Teachers are trained and encouraged to 
use many learner-centered strategies, such as cooperative learning, to ensure a 
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Courses & Co-Curricular Programs 

AMERICAN DIPLOMA 
 
The following courses are offered for the American Diploma Program in grades 9-12: 
 

SUBJECT REQUIRED 
CREDITS 

COURSES 

English 4 credits English 9-11; English 12 (US Literature, 
British Literature, AP English Language, AP 
English Literature) 

Social Studies +   
Religious studies 

5 credits Social Studies 9, 10; Global Issues; World 
History; Islamic Studies 

Mathematics 4 credits Math 9-11; Calculus 12 

Science 4 credits General Science; Biology; Physics;  
Chemistry 

Languages 4 credits Arabic 

Computer 1 credit Computer 9 + 10 

Physical Education 1 credit P.E. 9-12 

Senior Project 0.5 credits Project 12 

Core Electives 2 credits Art; Health Education; Drama; Management 
Systems; Psychology; Media Studies;    
Personal Finance; Economics 
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Grading 

GRADING 
 
Having undergone significant changes over recent years, the marking is different for 
each age level. At the pre-school, primary and upper elementary levels, most grades 
are given through a system of continuous assessment which includes teacher 
observation, performance assessment tasks, projects, and multiple methods for 
analyzing students’ progress on a continuum of development in Arabic, English and 
math literacy. Methods of continuous assessment are also used to give grades for 
Arabic and religious studies for intermediate and secondary students. 

For other subjects in the Muqararat Secondary Program, 50% of the semester 
grades are based on periodic tests, homework, classroom participation and class 
projects. The other 50% comes from final exams at the end of the semester. The 
grades are not weighted. All tests and examinations are teacher prepared. 

Intermediate grades and American Diploma students use a standards-based system. 
Teachers of each subject area agree on certain summative tasks for each unit which 
will be weighted according to importance within the entire course. Some courses  
continue to have final examinations but these can never be given a weight of more 
than 20% of the grade. All grades are weighted and given in percentage points. 
 
In the case that any required summative task or examination has not been completed 
at the end of the grading period, the student will take an ‘Incomplete’ until the work is 
made up under the supervision of a teacher.  In this way, the marks given will be a 
clear indication of the quality of work done by the student without being clouded by 
behavior or other issues. There are no extra point projects, no zeros, and no 
possibility of work to be graded that could have been done by others. Only work that 
is done in the classroom under the supervision of the teacher can be included in the 
grade and the grade cannot be influenced by behavioral matters. A detailed 
behavioral report is sent to parents along with the final grades but is not counted as 
part of the final number. 

 

GRADING SCALE 
 
The following scale applies for all intermediate and secondary grade students: 
 
Excellent  = 90-100  Very Good =  80-89  Good = 70-79 
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Examinations & Student Support 

STANDARDIZED EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 
 
Teachers use the PSSS and Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Tests (PSAT) to 
help students prepare for Scholastic Assessment Tests (SAT) I and II, and Test of 
English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) in their last 2 years. The Measure of 
Academic Progress (MAP), a product of the North West Educational Assessment 
(NWEA) is used to help guide progress IN English and math throughout the students’ 
years in school. DAS is participating in the piloting of standardized tests for Arabic 
language arts and will use them to guide continuous development in that subject. 
 

The national examinations for Saudi Arabia are the Quderat which is roughly 
comparable to SAT I, and the Tahseeli, comparable to SAT II. Twelfth graders in 
both programs take these tests. 
 

COUNSELING 
 
The schools’ program of counseling covers all its students and includes both group 
guidance and individual counseling. College counselors help our students choose, 
apply for, and prepare for university studies in many countries. 
 
DAS has trained all its teachers in the Positive Behavior Support System (PBS) 
which focuses on teaching behavior and ensuring consistency and follow through in 
all matters involving behavior. 
 

STUDENT SUPPORT UNIT 
 
The Student Support Unit 
(SSU) aims at early 
identification of students who 
learn differently from others. It 
offers a variety of services that 
both encourage them, and 
assist in removing barriers or 
giving the extra or specialized 
tuition needed for the special 
needs student to move forward in Arabic, English and math.  



Page 10 

Academic Year & Daily Schedule 

The annual schedule, as required by the Saudi Arabian government, has increased 
in recent years to approximately eighteen weeks of study in each semester, including 
the time allotted for final examinations. Around 1-2 weeks of holiday are currently 
given for each Eid (Ramadan and Hajj). A further one week holiday is given between 
the two semesters, and in the middle of each semester.  The schedule for each year 
is posted on the Schools’ website as soon as it is available. 

The daily schedule in the school varies slightly according to the age groups but all 
teachers should expect to be in school by 7am. Administrative staff members start 
their day a little earlier.  

All students begin their day at around 7.15am. Kindergarten students leave at 12:30 
while older students are out between 2:20 and 2:40 according to age. All students 
have at least two recesses during the school day during which they have time to eat, 
play and pray. 

The elementary levels usually have eight 40-minute periods per day. The 
intermediate and secondary levels have nine 40-minute periods per day. 

The total direct instructional time provided each year is as follows: 

 For Pre-Kg & Kg: 36 weeks per year, 5 days/week, 6 periods/day, 40 min/period, 
180 days per year 

 For Elementary (1-5): 34 weeks per year, 5 days/week, 8 periods/day, 40 min/
period, 180 days/year 

 For Intermediate & Secondary : 36 weeks per year for instruction, 5 days/
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Location & Facilities 

Dhahran Ahliyya Schools is located in the Doha area of Al-Khobar/Dhahran, in the 
Eastern Province. The Schools’ beautiful purpose–built buildings, leased from Saudi 
Aramco, are especially designed to give each age grouping its own special cluster of 
classrooms and facilities.  

In addition, there are special English classrooms, fully equipped home economics 
room, multi-purpose rooms, gymnasiums, theater and many playgrounds.  

DAS is fully Wifi enabled throughout. Computers, Smart Boards and other 
multimedia equipment are available in all classrooms as well as several dedicated 
computer laboratories.   

The English and Arabic libraries of the two schools contain almost 80,000 books, 
which are managed and supported by SYMPHONY, an internet-based system, and 
available for students, faculty, parents and guests from the area. The school is also 
enrolled in the EBSCO online library for schools. 

The boys’ school has a full sized soccer field, running track and courts for basketball, 
volleyball and tennis  
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Our Results 

OUR RESULTS  
 
DAS has a reputation for high academic standards. The following charts show the 
DAS results for the Reading and Mathematics MAP tests (in English) compared with 
NWEA world average: 
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Strategic Goals & Policy 

OUR STRATEGIC GOALS 
 
To ensure that we strive to achieve consistently improved results, DAS has set 
challenging strategic goals for the coming years. By the end of the 2018-19 school 
year, DAS aims that 
 
 We will be an authorized IB school for the PYP and MYP 
 All employees are members of effective PLC groups, supported by school 

systems, policies and personnel to enhance the level of learning for students 
 Students will be proficient in the use of math at grade level, demonstrating that 

they can think mathematically, solve problems in real life situations and use math 
as a language to express relationships  

 Each student in grade 8 will have at least one language in which they are 
proficient in reading at grade level, with at least 80% of students proficient at 
grade level in reading in the second language, and no student is more than 2 
years below grade level in reading in the second language in English and Arabic  

 Technology will serve as an effective medium to enhance communication, 
workflow, learning, and innovation in all aspects of school functions. 

 
 

EMPLOYEE/TEAM SMART GOALS 
 
To align with the schools’ strategic goals, all employees are actively engaged in 
working to achieve both personal and team goals. 
 
 

POLICIES 
 
DAS maintains discipline and continuous improvements via its key policies for: 

 Attendance & punctuality 

 Positive behavior (PBS) 

 Grading & reporting 

 Plan for Continuous Progress in Learning (PCPL) 
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Community Service & Clubs 

CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMS 
 
DAS considers its co-curricular program to be equally as important as the regular 
academic subjects because of its direct influence on students’ characters and 
personalities. This program is carried out through many means. Students elect 
Student Council representatives who meet weekly with the schools’ administration. 
They also have the opportunity to show their talents via publications, exhibits, sports, 
contests and other clubs and events. Particularly popular, are the drama club, 
robotics, entrepreneurism, and preparation for international science fairs.  
 

CLUBS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
All students from third elementary and above are involved in club activities and 
community service projects during normal school hours. These activities are aimed 
at helping youth discover their talents and interests, develop skills of leadership and 
group work, and learn more about the world through involvement in projects of 
service to their school, their community, and other places in the world. Students are 
encouraged to choose different projects or activities each semester in order to have 
a variety of experiences. Most students are involved in at least one semester-long 
service project each year. The current list of service projects and club activities 
varies slightly from year to year but can be found each semester on the website.  

Among the club activities popular among the students are the Model United Nations 
and the Lego Robotics Activities. DAS teams have come home from national and 
international competitions with prizes and awards of various sorts (please see 
Student Accomplishments). Also popular are the clubs that focus on science projects 
that will compete in national and international science fairs. DAS teams have won 
nationally each year and have, therefore, represented the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
in the International Science and Engineering Fair  (ISEF) in the US organized by 
Intel. 
 

ATHLETICS 
 
Athletic activities are always popular, of course, especially with the boys. There are 
activities during school time, during recesses and after-school. DAS founded a local 
league which organizes inter-school tournaments for several sports, such as soccer, 
basketball, volleyball, tennis and others. Selected teams of boys also travel to other 
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Awards  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
  
DAS commends its students for their consistent achievements and success in many 
areas, including:  
 
 National Examinations (Quderat) – scores consistently within the highest 1% of 

schools in Kingdom; frequently takes first place. 
 Model United Nations (MUN) - awards received for Best Opening Speech, Best 

Team, and Best Delegation at events worldwide,  
 International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) – DAS have won national 

competitions and therefore represented KSA every year. In the past 5 years, DAS 
students have placed in the top 10 internationally, sometimes first 

 Lebanon Science Fair  – top awards won 
 SEED Scientific Program – supporting science education around the world 
 Drawing Contests – prizes for drawings describing the UN development projects 
 Oration Contests – top awards among the private schools in the area 
 Lego Robotics – top prizes for various national and international championships 
 Research Fairs – honors received for research on energy 
 Technology – winning research in a conference on Nano Technology, and 

achievements in national contests for computer skills. 
 
INTERNAL AWARDS 

DAS is proud to award achievements from both its students and faculty. For 
students, the following awards are considered: 

 
 Outstanding Academic Achievement – students with an average of 90% or above 

for the semester,  

 Continuity of Academic Excellence – maintaining an average above 80% during 
their school years 

 Academic Progress – for an increase of 5% or higher in that semester 

 Attendance & Punctuality – maintaining 100% attendance and punctuality during 
the semester, and 

 Leadership – for students in grades 9-12 only who have demonstrated willingness 
and ability to provide leadership in school or the community.  

Other awards are given each year to individuals or groups in connection with specific 
events, contests and projects. 
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Accomplishments 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
  
DAS commends its students for their consistent achievements and success in many 
areas, including:  
 
 National Examinations (Quderat) – DAS always scores within the highest 1% of 

schools in Kingdom, frequently first in the country 
 Model United Nations (MUN) - DAS students often receive awards for Best 

Opening Speech, Best Team, and Best Delegation at events worldwide 
 Robotics – DAS teams win top prizes for various national and international 

championships (in Europe, US, Japan, and other competitions) 
 International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) – DAS students have won 

national competitions and therefore have represented the Kingdom each year at 
the international Fair. For the past four years, won in several categories at the 
global level. 

 Lebanese Science Fair (Lebanon) – DAS students have won top awards 
 Oration Contests – DAS students regularly win top awards among the private 

schools in the area 
 Research Fairs – DAS students have won in various international fairs; for 

example, second in the world for research on energy; winning research in a 
conference on nano technology 

 Technology – DAS students have won national contests for computer skills 
 Math Olympiad — ???????????? GET FROM SAHAR 
 Programs for the Gifted and Talented: DAS students are selected each year to 

attend summer programs at KAUST and in the US for gifted and talented in the 
sciences. 

 
GRADUATES 
 
Each year, around 98% of DAS students have gone on to pursue higher studies at 

 Harvard 
 Stanford 
 MIT 
 Brown 

 Princeton 
 Wellesley 
 Williams 
 Middlebury 

 UC Berkley 
 Columbia 
 Oxford 
 Cambridge 
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Life & Work in Saudi Arabia 

The climate varies from region to region, but average temperatures for the Eastern 
Province range from around 66-76 °F/19-24 °C in the winter months of November to 
April, and 100°F+/40°C+ in the Summer. However, the school has its summer 
vacation during the hottest months of July and August, and all buildings are fully air-
conditioned. 

The currency of Saudi Arabia is the Riyal (SR). Saudi Arabia’s free market economy 
has undergone remarkable changes in a relatively short period of time. It has evolved 
from a basic agricultural society into a regional and global economic power with a 
modern infrastructure.  Changes to the economy have occurred over recent months, 
but the cost of living is still the lowest in the Gulf region. 

The culture of Saudi Arabia is a rich one that has been shaped by its Islamic 
heritage, its historical role as an ancient trade center, and its Bedouin traditions. 

The local area of Al Khobar and Dhahran provides an abundance of shopping malls, 
souqs and other outlets. There is a variety of good hospitals, clinics, and 
international medicines available through the medical insurance provided by the 
school. Medicines are heavily subsidized by the Saudi government and therefore 
much cheaper than elsewhere.  
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Recreation & Travel 

Dhahran/Dammam/AlKhobar is a thriving urban area undergoing rapid development. 
It is close to the Causeway for easy access to Bahrain, an international tourist center 
where many more activities, shops, hotels and restaurants are easily available. 

DAS equally, is situated in a great location. There are many fascinating places 
nearby that be reached easily from the Eastern Province: 

 Bahrain - 1 hour by car on the causeway 

 Mecca - less than 2 hours by plane 

 Red Sea diving – less than 2 hours by plane 

 Dubai - 1 hour by plane 

 Beirut, Amman, Cairo - 2 hours by plane 

 Beach - 15 minutes by car for fishing, 30 minutes for swimming 

 Desert camping: 1- 2 hours by car 

 
Multiple exit and re-entry visas permit travel outside the country. However, there are 
still many things to do within the Kingdom, during leisure time: 

  Private sports centers, 

 Beaches for membership or a reasonable entry fee.  

 Expat clubs for a variety of interests: drama club, diving club, martial arts, horse 
riding, Harley Davidson travel club, etc. 

 Visits to the desert and other historic places. 
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