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THE IB LEARNER PROFILE

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful
world. As IB learners we strive to be:

Inquirers: We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry, and research. We know how to
learn independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.

Knowledgeable: We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a
range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

Thinkers: We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on
complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators: We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and
in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other
individuals and groups.

Principled: We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with
respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and
their consequences.

Open-minded: We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the
values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing
to grow from the experience.

Caring: We show empathy, compassion, and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we
act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.

Risk-takers: We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently
and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient
in the face of challenges and change.

Balanced: We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives—intellectual,
physical, (spiritual), and emotional— to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize
our interdependence with other people and with the world in which we live.

Reflective: We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to
understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development
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The Primary Years Programme: preparing students to be active participants in a
lifelong journey of learning

What is an IB education?

The IB continuum of international education for 3- to 19-year-olds is unique because of its academic and
personal rigour. We challenge students to excel in their studies and in their personal growth. We aim to
inspire a quest for learning throughout life that is marked by

enthusiasm and empathy. The IB aspires to help schools develop well-rounded students with

character who responds to challenges with optimism and an open mind, are confident in their own identities,
make ethical decisions, join with others in celebrating our common humanity and are

prepared to apply what they learn in real-world, complex, and unpredictable situations.

The IB offers high-quality programmes of international education that share a powerful vision. Informed by
the values described in the learner profile, an IB education:

e focuses on learners - the IB’s student-centred programmes promote healthy relationships, ethical
responsibility, and personal challenge

* develops effective approaches to teaching and learning — IB programmes help students to develop the
attitudes and skills they need for both academic and personal success

e works within global contexts - IB programmes increase understanding of languages and cultures, and explore
globally significant ideas and issues

e explores significant content - IB programmes offer a curriculum that is broad and balanced, conceptual, and
connected.

IB learners strive to become inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded,
caring, risk-takers, balanced, and reflective. These attributes represent a broad range of human capacities and
responsibilities that go beyond intellectual development and academic success.

r,v\‘\“\NG THE PLANE
LANGUAGE

AGENCY

CRESTO 7,
or e




¢ 1B &931 LygI8d1 3 Aslundl Ol zaliy 90 Lo
Lole 1293 (0 pylest 795 cpddl Ll @dual 43l &l gicd! el
Ay @Il 39 bl anall § Sl pasaS USS Jalall pslas e 55
48 yaall plasoisl CaaSind cdialle dxanl I3 B slgal) 83glnis yoloe dive 0diys o) gog
2 gyl ol gal) 8y9laeiadl lylgadl J] dALEYL il Slgo Y e s (o Aiiiiddl Olylgallg
J3ludlly Gl e (98 Spuid
pdag dloxall gl dbog)l galiall plase Oldlath Glagd (455 by Gyo ABIMYI Ol gid) oliyy
B &9l by ol K01 (3 dlai gall ol giaad | graliyy (3 oIy MUl slae] Jiadl
&9 1 by 8II @ Al Ol giund! el
Ml &ablally dieloinly st dodludly dald Il Jolis ®
pgalal 8 Aggunall Jassy il sl e OOl asd @
Ty S dd Jaaly @l pga) OMall 3942 0oy @
23359 Aol ddaall dule H3lativ wlu® dazeid! 0adll Gl e OMall dsluy o
a310Y1 Ol giad! ol (§ Atad! duway ) Sl gall Y s
de izl olwhydll o dslll e
Ogulle luplylle
d0udly daelaizdly duasidl ol o polal e

What is the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP)?

The PYP is designed for students aged 3 to 12. It focuses on the development of the whole child as an inquirer,
both in the classroom and in the world outside. It is a framework guided by six transdisciplinary themes of global
significance, explored using knowledge and skills derived from six subject areas, as well as transdisplinary skills,
with a powerful emphasis on inquiry. The PYP is flexible enough to accommodate the demands of most national
or local curriculums and provides the best preparation for students to engage in the IB Middle Years Programme.

The IB Primary Years Programme

e addresses students’ academic, social and emotional well-being

® encourages students to develop independence and to take responsibility for their own learning

e supports students’ efforts to gain understanding of the world and to function comfortably within it

* helps students establish personal values as a foundation upon which international mindedness will develop
and flourish.

The six subject areas identified within the IB Primary

Years Programme:

e language e social studies

* mathematics e arts

e science e personal, social and physical education
6
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The most significant and distinctive feature of the IB Primary Years Programme are the six
transdisciplinary themes

These themes provide IB World Schools with the opportunity to incorporate local and global issues into the
curriculum and effectively allow students to “step up” beyond the confines of learning within subject areas.

e Who we are

Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and spiritual health;
human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it
means to be human

e Where we are in place and time

Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries,
explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the interconnectedness of
individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives

How we organize ourselves e

Inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of
organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the
environment.

¢ How the world works

Inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological)
and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and
technological advances on society and on the environment.

® Sharing the planet

Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and other
living things; communities and the relationship within and between them; access to equal opportunities;
peace and conflict resolution.

e How we express ourselves

Inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the
ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic
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Program of Inquiry Grade 3

Who we are O3 (e

Central Idea: Different factors affect the traits of organisms and the way they live
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Concepts: form/ causation/ connection
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Gadll basha Lines of Inquiry
Inherited and acquired traits (form)
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The impact of different factors on the traits of organisms(causation)
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The relationship between people and places (connection)
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Where we are in place and time c\Sal s e 31 & o cul

Central Idea: Our history and place form our identity.
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Concepts: Change - Perspective - Connection
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Relationship between individuals and their heritage (connection)
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Changes in our environment (change)
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points of view in different generations and places (perspective)
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Ui o33 (i€ How we organize ourselves
Central Idea: Communities create systems to keep us safe.
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Concepts: Responsibility /causation / Function
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How systems impact societies
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Individual's responsibility towards systems (responsibility)
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Creating systems (function)
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How the world works Al Jany S

Central Idea: People use tools and technology to make their lives easier.
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Concepts: Change-Responsibility-Causation
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&l sl Lines of Inquiry

our role in using and creating tools and technology (responsibility)

Impact of technology on our lives (causation)
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The development of tools over time (Change)
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Sharing the planet < S L

Central Idea: The survival of organisms depends on using resources responsibly
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Concepts: Responsibility, Causation, connection
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Lines of Inquiry Giaal) daslad

Responsibility towards resources (Responsibility)
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The impact of living organisms on resources (causation)
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The relationship between resources and the existence of living organisms (connection)
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How we express ourselves Ll e =i CasS

Central Idea: Characters in stories are a reflection of our lives.
L\j\:\;j u.u\Sa_i\ LSA uam&“ ‘; &Lﬂ:ua;m&\ 4.1)5)4“ DJSAX\

Concepts: Connection - Perspective — Change
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¢l bgha  Lines of Inquiry
Connection between characters in stories and our lives (connection)
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Change in characters over time (Change)
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Author's perspective in a story (perspective)
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Dual-Language Program:

DAS believes in the importance of a dual-language learning, i.e. English and Arabic. This is demonstrated and
systematically supported by the school learning practices. Studies have shown that learners who study in two
languages achieve academically higher than other learners who study only one language. In addition, learners
who are able to shift between languages and use them correctly to express their ideas and opinions
accomplish higher scores on standardized 1Qs. They are also likely to obtain high grades in college. Statistics
have demonstrated that there is an increasing need for these learners in the international labour market
compared to those who can communicate in only one language.

This is why DAS students are always encouraged to use both languages in academic contexts under their
teachers’ supervision. So, students could be asked to present a learning product in a language different from
the language of instruction. For example, they might be asked to read a story in Arabic and present a summary
or a commentary on it in English and vice versa. This aims at developing the vocabulary items related to both
language contents.
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Student-Support Unit (5.5.U.):

The Student Support Services model at DAS is based on the philosophy that all students can learn and have
unique abilities, learning styles and interests. These differences are valued, as they add to the richness and
diversity of our school. Learners respond best to instructionally appropriate strategies designed to develop
their strengths and provide for their individual needs through differentiated instruction. The goal for all
students is to meet or surpass grade level standards in the DAS curriculum. In order to reach these goals,
students must engage in positive learning experiences that emphasize academic, behavioral and personal
commitments.

In case the student needs additional support in specific, the teacher meets with the parent in order to develop
a documented support plan with evidence to provide support for him/her. Studies show that the earlier the
support and intervention is, the better the result is. It also indicates that the achievement gap decreases when
students are given additional instructional time to work on the same skills that he/ she lacks in class. This kind
of support is usually given at home depending on the plan agreed upon with the teacher. The plan is to be
reviewed and modified regularly based on student progress. If the student does not progress as expected,
he/she is referred to the student support unit for more intensive support.

This year the Student Support Unit has opened their doors and are offering additional support and enrichment
classes to all students. These classes are being given after school in English and Arabic.
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Student Counselling:

The Counselling Department provides integrated counselling programs, based on school psychology and
behavioural psychology theories, which include developmental, preventive and curative plans, through
continuous follow-up of students through teamwork with parents and class teachers. There are also
preventive weekly classes based on the ‘Second Step’ program, which includes three main themes:

e Teaching social and emotional skills such as managing emotions and solving problems.

e |dentify ways to distinguish and reject bullying in its various forms.

* \Ways to provide personal safety and protect the child.
These classes aim to develop students’ skills and ATL in order to achieve both DAS and IB with the aim of
developing the skills of our students which will enable them to deal with the changing world around them.
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Assessment and Evaluation: Assessment and Evaluation: DAS adopts ongoing assessment strategies. Data

about the learning of our students are systematically collected via different media, such as notes and
formative assessments. Based on this data, teachers hold individual meetings with students concerned to
reteach or improve specific skills or learning strategies. In case a student’s learning difficulty continues to exist
despite class intervention, the student’s parents will be notified to cooperate and provide extra support. At
the end of each unit, students’ performance is assessed by a summative task that enables teachers to evaluate
the level of mastery of the skills and strategies taught to each student.
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Subject: Social Studies

Social Studies is taught within the language program and covers the following areas: Human
Systems and Economic Activities: The study of how and why people and organizations create
systems, the ways in which people communicate locally and globally, and the distribution of
influence and power.

Social organization and culture: the study of people, groups, cultures, societies, and the ways
in which individuals and societies interact with one another.

Human and Natural Environments: The study of the distinct characteristics that define a place,
how people adapt and change their environment, how people experience and represent a
place, the impact of natural disasters on people and the man-made environment




Continuity and change over time: the study of the relationships of people and events over
time, the past, its effects on the present and its reflections for the future, and the people who
shaped the future through their actions.

Resources and Environment: The interaction between people and the environment, studying
how people distribute and manage resources, the positive and negative impact of this
distribution, and the impact of scientific and technical developments on the environment.
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Subject: Mathematics

In math lessons we use a lot of math manipulatives and connect it to real life scenarios. We
focus on students developing and using mental math strategies to help them develop
mathematical fluency. We expect students to be able to explain, solve, describe and share
critical thinking using proper mathematical vocabulary.

Operations & Algebraic Thinking:
Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division
Understand properties of multiplication and the relationship between multiplication and
division.
Multiply and divide within 100.
Solve problems involving the four operations and identify and explain patterns in
arithmetic.

Number & Operations in Base Ten
- Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit
arithmetic.

Measurement & Data
Solve problems involving measurement and estimation.
Represent and interpret data.
Geometric measurement: understand concepts of area and relate area to multiplication
and to addition.
Geometric measurement: recognize perimeter.

Assessment

The students will be assessed based on the following standards:
1. Numbers and operations

2. Algebra and patterns

3. Geometric thinking and geometric shapes

4. Data analysis and solving problems

5. Using mathematical language to express mathematical thinking

Tools of assessment:




1. Summative assessments
2. MAP test.

Resources
EngageNY
NY COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM
My Math (McGraw Hill)

IXL
&390 Jiedl (3 yuall Khan Academy

Subject: Science

In 3" grade the students learn science in English for the first time. For that reason, teaching
language and vocabulary becomes essential for the students to start transferring their
knowledge from Arabic to English.

We expect our students to use scientific vocabulary accurately and explain their thinking and
findings while having group discussions. We display the unit vocabulary in both languages, so
the students are able to make connections between the two languages.

We are also focusing on engaging students in investigating scientific phenomena. Phenomena
are used to engage students in investigations of real-life incident or situation so they can use
their scientific knowledge and practices to come up with explanations or solutions.

Our curriculum revolves around the 3 main branches of science which are life science, earth
science and physical science.

Assessments:
We use the following assessment strategies during our science periods regularly:

. Informal observations of students’” working collaboratively
. Rubrics for inquiry and collaborative skills

. Checklists

. Science journals

Resource:
1. NGSS

2. Exploring Science — Nat Geo




3. Brain Pop
4. Multimedia from different resources
5. Wonders

The students are exposed to the following curriculum in science during the year.

Unit 1

Heredity and Variations

In this unit, students will inquire into the traits and habitat of different animals. They will focus on how
animals use their traits to survive in their habitat and how animals acquire certain traits from their
environment as well. The students will also learn that differences in the looks and functions of organisms can
often be associated with inherited information.

Unit 2

Fossils Evidence of Life

In this unit, students will inquire into fossils and their formation over time. They will learn that (i) scientists
study fossils, (ii) studying fossils provides information about the history of a place, and (iii) how fossils change
over time.

Unit 3

Weather

In this unit, students will focus on natural hazards and their impact on humans. They will go further by
investigating how scientists are creating systems to protect people around the world, and then end the unit by
designing solutions to solve risks posed by select natural hazards.

Unit 4
Forces and Motion

In this unit, students will focus on investigating how force and motion work. They will also study different
types of tools that utilize the principles found in force and motion, and investigate how these affect our lives.

Unit 5

Survival of Living Organisms

In this unit, students will focus on how (i) animals use their habitat to survive, (ii) changes to the environment
can affect living things and their survival, and (iii) animals can adapt depending on their environment and
need.

Unit 6

Magnetism

In this unit students will learn engineering practices they can use to solve daily life problems
using the laws of magnetism.
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Subject: English Language

In grade 3, each unit is aligned to the central idea and is used to support the language skills
needed to deepen their understanding of the lines of inquiry and concepts. We teach several
essential skills such as phonics, grammar, comprehension and vocabulary during shared and
guided reading. As the language teachers teach both science and English, they can support the
students link the concepts between the two subjects.

Reading:

Students will focus on the following areas of reading:
- Literature comprehension
- Informational text comprehension
- Foundational skills
In grade 3, student read literature with deep meaning and strong dynamic characters. Through close reading,
interpretation, and analysis of fiction and nonfiction texts, students learn to synthesize their understanding
of texts. The specific literacy focus is on supporting understanding through quoting directly from text,
inferring theme, and (comparing and contrasting) how different texts address topics and themes. Students
learn to summarize texts, evaluate author’s craft, and learn to integrate information from written and digital
resource to develop their knowledge.

Writing

1. Students will be able to write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with
reasons.
Students will be able to compose informative texts that clearly convey ideas and information about a
chosen topic.
Students will be able to sequence narrative events in a logical order.

Speaking and Listening

Students use their speaking and listening skills to build a sense of community in their classrooms. They
utilize these skills to hold productive academic and social conversations with their peers and adults. They
prepare for discussions, follow agreed upon rules, and explore different ideas by building on each other’s
knowledge via deep discussions around a topic.

Viewing and presenting:

Students learn to become independent in learning and gaining information from oral and visual presentations.

They are expected to summarize and understand information they gain from a presenter or even when

listening to a text being read aloud. They also learn to make presentations that show logical reasoning and a

critical eye. They enhance their multimedia use to make their presentations more relatable and convincing for

their audiences. These skills play an essential role during exhibition when they must interview experts and go
25




on fieldtrips to gain information in a real-life setting and when they make presentations to celebrate their
learning.

Assessments:
® Diagnostic Assessments

® Summative tasks and tests
o MAP test

e Informal Observations

°

BAS: Benchmark Assessment System

Homework:
It is sent weekly. The students receive their weekly planner every Thursday to complete the
homework and submit.

Resources:

Wonders by McGraw Hill

Fountas and Pinnell Guided Reading Program
Writers” Workshop program

Read Theory

Brain Pop
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Subject: ICT

Units:

Throughout the school year, Students in the Elementary Level will work on the following units:
Computer Fundamentals

Key application-Word

Key application-PPT

Common sense

Coding
Communicate online

Assessment:

Students will be evaluated by final tasks for the following expectations:
Students will master the basic computer skills/applications in the digital world.
Students will effectively use communication/online tools.

Students will implement Digital Citizenship & Internet Safety practices.

Students will use programming tools to solve problems.
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Subject: Personal, social and physical education

Units

Throughout the school year, Students in the third grade will work on the following units
Physical fitness

Adventures and challenges

Athletics

Gymnastics

Basketball

Volleyball

Assessment:

Students will be evaluated by assessments formats and final performance tasks through the following criteria:
Students comprehend the importance of physical training and healthy diet.

Students take part in games with ethical responsibility and moral sense.
Students will use sports components effectively.

Students will participate in learning sports skills through group/individual games.
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Subject: Arts

Throughout the school year, Students in the third grade will work on the following units
Artwork

History of nations

Different cultures

Colour relationships

Nature

City

Assessment:

Students will be evaluated by assessments formats and final performance tasks through the following criteria:
students identify the main elements of an artwork.

Students detect the similarities and differences in any artwork.
Students classify the stages of any creative process for themselves and others.
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Library:

We, the library team, are pleased to welcome your children this year to the library. We are also ready to help them
becoming thinkers, balanced and inquirers who make good use of information responsibly by developing their research
skills.

Every year the library celebrates Reading Week when children enjoy the different activities presented to the elementary
school students.
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Important Information

Attendance:

All students are expected to attend between 7:30am and 1:30pm. Special hours ranging between long days
and short days have been set during the pandemic. Adhering to the school daily schedule should have a
positive effect on the students socially, psychologically and academically. In case the students will be late,
parents are invited to notify the school by phone about the reason for coming late.

Health and Safety:

If a student has a health problem that must be attended to with care, both the school nurse and the
homeroom teacher should be notified. These health issues include allergies to certain types of food, the need
to take some medicines periodically and asthma which requires special attention. The parent is requested to
inform his child of his case and the things he should avoid. If a student takes a certain medicine, the time
schedule and the prescription should be sent for each. In case of a sudden disease or injury at school,

Meals Eaten at School:

- Parents are requested to encourage their children to drink water and eat healthy and nutritious food, such as
brown bread, fruits, fresh vegetables, milk, preservative-free natural juice, etc.

- Students should also avoid unhealthy foods and drinks, such as fizzy drinks, chocolate, chewing gum, candy,
potato chips, snacks that contain harmful additives or preservatives, etc.

- To ensure the safety of DAS students, it is prohibited to eat the above-mentioned types of food in school due
to their harmful effects of the well-being of our students.

- It is also forbidden to bring these foods during school trips or school parties.

- Parents are cordially requested to provide their children with bottles of water each day.

School Evacuation:

To ensure the safety of the school community, evacuation drills are performed occasionally. Parents should
not be disturbed if they were told by their children that there was a fire at school which is in fact a fire
evacuation drill. We wish safety to everyone.

Departure Plan: (During in-school days)

For the safety of your children, parents are gratefully requested to encourage them to:

- At dismissal time, all students must leave directly to their car or bus accompanied

- Students must not play or run in the corridors, the playground or outside the building among cars.

- Students must never leave with a classmate or a relative without a prior written consent from the parents
and after the school administration and homeroom teachers have been notified.

School Rules and regulations

It’s expected from our students to adhere to the following rules in all school facilities:

| behave safely
| behave responsibly
| behave respectfully




All the teachers along with the students involved in the stage participate in setting the
essential agreements which demonstrate the expected behaviours based on the previous
three rules.

The students are trained and encouraged to apply the expected behaviours through
modelling, role-playing, displaying videos, and reading stories when needed.

The academic counsellor sets an individual improvement plan for the student’s behaviour in
cooperation with the class teacher and parents.

We already have a private document (students commitment document) which clarifies the
expected behaviours and the consequences of violating them, taking into consideration that
they are classified into levels according to the severity of the behaviour.

We hope you had a look at them on the school website carefully and discussed them with your
son.

We are sure that our students will adhere to the behavioural expectations if they are
supported by school and home.
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Communication Means between School and Parents

. Weekly Newsletter: A weekly newsletter is an important communication mean

between school and parents and will be sent every week. We’d like to encourage you,
parents, to read it weekly to know about the important topics and different schedules of
occasions, meetings and lectures.

. Teacher Visits: If you want to meet with a teacher, please make an appointment by
coordinating with the stage proctor or administration. We apologize for not being able
to meet with parents without a scheduled appointment.

. Individual Conferences: Individual conferences are held twice a year. An invitation will
be sent to parents declaring the date of meeting with your son’s teacher. We’d like you
to abide by the specified time to achieve the required benefit of the meeting. If there is
still a need for an additional meeting or rescheduling the meeting, coordination with the
teacher will be made ahead during the specified times of visits in the attached schedule.

. Weekly Planning Form: A weekly planning form are sent every Thursday to inform you
about homework assignments and assessments for each coming week.

. Unit Newsletters: Unit newsletters are sent at the beginning of each new unit to explain

the class expectations (knowledge and skills) that will be worked on with your son in this

unit.

. Microsoft Teams: Teams is our dedicated learning management system and is used both for
delivering lessons and communication with the parents. It is our main platform for conducting
meetings and sharing resource. Students are expected to submit all their classwork, homework and
assessments using the functions and features of Microsoft Teams.
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