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IB Learner Profile:
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognize
their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and
more peaceful world.
As IB learners we strive to be:
1. Inquirers:
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn
independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.
. Knowledgeable:
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of
disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.
. Thinkers:
We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on

complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.

. Communicators:
We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in many
ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals

and groups.

. Principled:

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with

respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our

actions and their consequences.

. Open—-minded:
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and
traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to
grow from the experience.
. Caring:
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we

act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.




8. Risk-takers:

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and

cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and

resilient in the face of challenges and change.
. Balanced:
We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives; intellectual,
physical, and emotional, to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our
interdependence with other people and with the world in which we live.
10. Reflective:
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to
understand our strengths and weaknesses to support our learning and personal

development.
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IB Primary Years Programme

The Primary Years Programme: preparing students to be active participants in a

lifelong journey of learning

What is an IB education?

The IB continuum of international education for 3— to 19-year-olds is unique because of its
academic and personal rigour. We challenge students to excel in their studies and in their

personal growth. We aim to inspire a quest for learning throughout life that is marked by

enthusiasm and empathy. The IB aspires to help schools develop well-rounded students
with character who responds to challenges with optimism and an open mind, are confident
in their own identities, make ethical decisions, join with others in celebrating our common
humanity and are prepared to apply what they learn in real-world, complex, and

unpredictable situations.

The IB offers high—quality programmes of international education that share a powerful vision.

Informed by the values described in the learner profile, an IB education:

focuses on learners — the IB’s student-centred programmes promote healthy
relationships, ethical responsibility, and personal challenge

develops effective approaches to teaching and learning — IB programmes help students
to develop the attitudes and skills they need for both academic and personal success
works within global contexts — IB programmes increase understanding of languages
and cultures, and explore globally significant ideas and issues

explores significant content — IB programmes offer a curriculum that is broad and

balanced, conceptual and connected.

IB learners strive to become inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled,
open—minded, caring, risk—takers, balanced, and reflective. These attributes represent a
broad range of human capacities and responsibilities that go beyond intellectual development

and academic success.
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What is the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP)?

The PYP is designed for students aged 3 to 12. It focuses on the development of the
whole child as an inquirer, both in the classroom and in the world outside. It is a framework
guided by six transdisciplinary themes of global significance, explored using knowledge and
skills derived from six subjects’ areas, as well as transdisplinary skills, with a powerful
emphasis on inquiry. The PYP is flexible enough to accommodate the demands of most
national or local curriculums and provides the best preparation for students to engage in the

IB Middle Years Programme.

The IB Primary Years Programme

addresses students’ academic, social and emotional well-being

encourages students to develop independence and to take responsibility for their
own learning

supports students’ efforts to gain understanding of the world and to function
comfortably within it

helps students establish personal values as a foundation upon which international

mindedness will develop and flourish.

The six subject areas identified within the IB Primary Years Programme:

* e« language * social studies
« « mathematics * arts

* e science * personal, social and physical education

LANGUAGE

AGENCY
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From : http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/other—languages/pyp-

programme-brochure—ar.pdf
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The most significant and distinctive feature of the IB Primary Years Programme are the six

transdisciplinary themes

These themes provide IB World Schools with the opportunity to incorporate local and global
issues into the curriculum and effectively allow students to “step up” beyond the confines of

learning within subject areas.

Who we are

An inquiry into identity as individuals and as part of
a collective through

e physical, emotional and spiritual health

and well-being .

e relationships and belonging

e learning and growing'

Where we are in place and time

An inquiry into histories and orientation in place ,

space and time through :
e periods, events and artifacts ;communities, heritage, culture and environment.
e natural and human drivers of movement ,
e adaptation and transformation’

How we express ourselves

An inquiry into the diversity of voice, perspectives ,

and expression through:
e inspiration, imagination, creativity .
e personal, social, and cultural notes and practices of communication.
e Intentions, perceptions, interpretations, and responses.

How the world works

An inquiry into the understandings of the world
and phenomena through:

e patterns, cycles, systems.

e diverse practices, methods, and tools.

e discovery, design, innovation, possibilities, and impacts.




How we organize ourselves

An inquiry into systems, structures, and networks
through:
e interactions with and between social and ecological systems;
approaches to livelihoods and trade.
practice — intended and unintended
consequences.
representation, collaboration, and
decision—making.

Sharing the planet

An inquiry into the interdependence of human and
natural worlds through:
rights, responsibilities, and dignity of all.
pathways to just, peaceful, and
reimagined futures.

nature, complexity, coexistence, and wisdom.

students deal with each topic each year (Students from 3 to 5 years old engage in four

themes each year). In addition, all PYP students have opportunities to learn more than one

language from the age of seven.

These transdisciplinary themes help teachers develop a program of inquiry into important
ideas identified by schools which require a high level of student involvement.
These inquiries and questions are powerful, important, in—depth, and usually last for several

weeks.

As these ideas relate to the world outside of school, students see their relevance and relate
to them in an interesting and challenging way. Students who learn through this way begin
to reflect on their roles and responsibilities as learners and become actively involved in their

education.

All students will understand that the unit of inquiry engages them in an in—depth exploration

of an important idea and that the teacher will gather evidence of their understanding of that

14




idea. They will expect that they will be able to work in a variety of ways, on their own and

in groups, that will allow them to learn to their best advantage.

“Seneca Academy being recognized as an IB World PYP school makes me very proud of
our teachers, staff and parents who have dedicated themselves to helping our students
become lifelong learners. By creating an environment in which students build connections
between what they learn in class and the world around them, we create global citizens, who
will be well-equipped to take on leading roles in the world.”

Dr. Brooke Carroll, School Principal, Seneca Academy, USA

From : http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/other-languages/pyp-

programme-brochure—ar.pdf
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Program of Inquiry — KG3

Central Idea: Making good choices helps me become a responsible citizen.

Key Concepts: Causation — Responsibility — Form

Lines of Inquiry:

« Characteristics of a responsible citizen (Form)
* The impact of our choices on others (Causation)
* The role of individuals in the community (Responsibility)

Approaches to Learning: Self-management skills — Communication skills

Learner Profile: Principled — Balanced — Communicators

Unit One
Who We
Are

Central Idea: Forces affect the movement of objects and cause changes in
our world.

Key Concepts: Causation — Responsibility — Form

Lines of Inquiry:

« Forces and movement around us (Form)
+ The effects of forces on objects (Causation)
« Finding solutions to problems (Responsibility)

Approaches to Learning: Thinking skills — Research skills

Learner Profile: Open—-minded — Reflective — Inquirers

Unit Two
How the
World
Works

Central Idea: The environment and people affect one another.

Key Concepts: Connection — Responsibility — Change

Lines of Inquiry:

* The impact of people on the environment (Connection)
* Ways to protect the environment (Responsibility)
* Reusing resources (Change)

Approaches to Learning: Communication skills — Social skills

Learner Profile: Caring — Open—-minded

Unit Three
Sharing the

Planet

Central Idea: Nature influences the way we live and create.

Key Concepts: Perspective — Causation

Lines of Inquiry:

* Ways of expression (Perspective)
* The impact of nature on us (Causation)

Approaches to Learning: Thinking skills — Research skills

Learner Profile: Thinkers — Reflective — Inquirers

Unit Four
How We
Express

Ourselves
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Dual-Language Program

DAS believes in the importance of a dual-language learning, i.e. English and Arabic. This
is demonstrated and systematically supported by the school learning practices. Studies
have shown that learners who study two languages achieve academically higher than other
learners who study only one language. In addition, learners who are able to shift between
languages and use them correctly to express their ideas and opinions accomplish higher
scores on standardized IQs. They are also likely to obtain high grades in college. Statistics
have demonstrated that there is an increasing need for these learners in the international

labour market compared to those who can communicate in only one language.

This is why DAS students are always encouraged to use both languages in academic
contexts under their teachers’ supervision. So, students could be asked to present a
learning product in a language different from the language of instruction. For example, they
might be asked to read a story in Arabic and present a summary or a commentary on it in
English and vice versa. This aims at developing vocabulary items related to both language

contents.
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Students Counseling

The Counseling Department provides integrated counseling programs, based on school
psychology and behavioral psychology theories, which include developmental, preventive
and curative plans, through continuous follow-up of students through teamwork with parents
and class teachers. There are also preventive weekly classes based on the ‘Second Step’
program, which includes three main themes:

+ Teaching social and emotional skills such as managing emotions and solving

problems.
+ ldentify ways to distinguish and reject bullying in its various forms.

* Ways to provide personal safety and protect the child.

These classes aim to develop students’ skills and ATL in order to achieve both DAS and 1B
with the aim of developing the skills of our students which will enable them to deal with the

changing world around them.




pilly a9l
Bae iy P (e LDl ot e Slasbes haials gt Cun cliesjlan b i) 58 suicsal sl
Jans Aalaall a8 Cilaglaal) sda e ol 4unsSll algally cdal3 b e yud) claadlall i
oty Cipaiualy Ligrea Ol aal aals 13) L5aans cihlgal Cpeatl) o alaill salel L ciladag <Al

elal daleall 2385 (Bang US Ailgs (A . AlaY) acall sy gglanll JaY) Dle) 2 cdadeall )

et 5 0 iliaB i1y hleall il S () s a3 Lualid daga PUA e U

Assessment and Evaluation

DAS adopts ongoing assessment strategies. Data about the learning of our students is
systematically collected via different media, such as notes and formative assessments.
Based on this data, teachers hold individual meetings with students concerned to reteach or
improve specific skills or learning strategies. In case a student’s learning difficulty continues
to exist despite class intervention, the student’s parents will be notified to cooperate and
provide extra support. At the end of each unit, students’ performance is assessed by a
summative task that enables teachers to evaluate the level of mastery of the skills and

strategies taught to each student.
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Subject: Mathematics

As soon as the children enter the school, the mathematical concepts are introduced in an
indirect and random way where variety of opportunities provide them to explore from their
surroundings, and these experiences are the first steps of their discoveries to numbers and
logics. Gradually, these concepts become more organized while implementing them during the
school day.

We use the common core standards and IB standards for the students to be prepared to grasp
concepts of measurement, data and geometry through multiple activities, where they discover the
concept of numbers and start implementing them independently targeting IB learners’ profile in

Dhahran Ahliyyah Schools.

Rationale: the students focus on learning by choosing educational strategies to support their
thinking. There are three basic principles that guides the teacher while teaching mathematics

according to educational perspective of Johan Dewey, Piaget

The first principle: to encourage students to think actively while answering their questions.

The second principle: to encourage students to think about their thinking, in the sense that they
imagine as how did they arrive to the answer to a certain question.
The third principle: to encourage students to model their thinking in words, pictures, or symbols.

We use Common Core standards for K-12.

Mathematics Program

Geometry +
Operations and
Counting numbers Decimal System | Measurement and Data
Algebraic Thinking

e You can support your child’s skills by visiting the following links:

http: //www.kidzone.ws/math/kindergarten.htm

http: //www.k5learning.com /free—preschool-kindergarten—worksheets /simple—math

http: //www.education.com /worksheets /kindergarten/math/
24
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Subject: Science

The main objective of the science units is to convey to children that the world is an
exciting place worthy of thorough exploration. Hence, they are provided with as many
opportunities as possible to experiment and interact with their environment, thereby
gaining daily experiences that are characterized by enrichment and variety in scientific
processes, manifested in observation, communication, and comparison of those things

that constitute the real matter of the child's world, which are explored in a sensory

manner. The Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) are used, in which we

emphasize the following:
» Observing carefully in order to collect data.
» Using practical vocabulary to explain observations.
» Identifying or formulating a question to be investigated.
* Planning and carrying out investigations.
* Making predictions and testing them.
» Interpreting and evaluating data collected in order to draw conclusions.

Work is carried out during learning sessions on the following units:

Survival of animals and plants.

Forces and motion.

Geometry and design.

The impact of living organisms on the environment.
Solar energy.

Weather.

Assessments:

*  Summative Assessment
Resources:

* Brain Pop Jr. www.brainpopjr.com

* Films from various sources

» Foss Science Resources
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Subject: Social Studies

Social studies are integrated within the six units with the focus being on the central ideas,

lines of inquiry, and the concepts.
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Subject: English Language

. KG3 English Language Program

In KG3, English language learning is integrated throughout the PYP units of inquiry.
Students develop their communication skills through meaningful opportunities to read,

listen, speak, view, and write.

Each unit explores a PYP theme while introducing important English language arts skills
through shared and guided reading. Students engage with a variety of literary and
informational texts that help expand their knowledge, vocabulary, comprehension, and

fluency.

A strong emphasis is placed on foundational language skills, particularly phonological
awareness and phonics. These skills are a key focus of instruction as students are
introduced to different literary genres through reading workshops and read-aloud
sessions. Our goal is to help students become confident, enthusiastic, and lifelong

readers and learners.

Writing is also an important form of communication and is developed across the
curriculum. Students are introduced to the Writers” Workshop model through teacher
demonstrations, shared writing, guided practice, and independent writing experiences.
Writing provides students with meaningful opportunities to apply and practice the phonics

skills they learn during phonics workshops.

Assessments:

Student progress will be monitored through a variety of assessment practices, including:

Daily classroom observations

Anecdotal notes

Students’ journals, drawings, and reflections
Letter and sight-word checklists

Common formative and summative assessments

Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) reading assessment

Writers® workshop files




Viewing and presenting checklists

. Homework :
. Family participation is an important part of supporting students’ learning and
helping them feel successful as they develop the expected KG3 skills.
. A unit homework packet will be sent home during each unit to provide
opportunities for students to practice the skills taught in class. Additional weekly
homework may be assigned when needed.
. Students will also have access to online reading materials through RAZ-
Kids and IXL. Families are encouraged to read with their children regularly, discuss
the stories, and encourage them to share their ideas and responses.

Resources:
. Wonders by McGraw-Hill
. Scholastics

. Epic (Digital library for kids)

Pearson ( D’Nealian Handwriting)

Writers” Workshop program by Lucy Calkins.
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Subject: Personal, social and physical education Units:

Throughout the school year, students in kindergarten will work on the following units:

. Fitness & Health
. Individual Games (Athletics)

. Team Games (Basketball)

. Performing Movements (gymnastics)

. Adventurous Challenges

Assessment:

Students will be evaluated by assessments formats and final performance tasks through the

following criteria:

Identity

1. Students analyse how they connect to the whole society.

2. Students use their perception of their emotions to interact positively with others.
3. Students explain how self-talk can impact their attitudes in learning.
Interactions

1. Students identify the different stages of life, and how they can affect the physical

performance.

2. Students show more control when they perform physical exercises.

3. Students plan, perform and reflect on the sequence of movements in order to evolve.
Wellness

1. Students identify points of strength that contribute to achieving mutual goals.

2. Students take part in roleplaying to aid the needs of the group such as: leader,

interviewer.

3. Students discuss various ideas and ask questions to clarify the meaning.




Movement:
1. The importance of body activities to achieve good fithess level.
2.The importance of making an improvement on essential body—movements.

3. Understand the unlimited body- abilities throughout the playing, and body movements.
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Subject: Arts

Arts helps the child express his feelings using different methods and develops his spirit of
creativity and innovation. It provides them with free art activities in which the child uses his

creativity, and these fall under the IB features of Dhahran Ahliyyah Schools.

Students will be evaluated by assessments formats and through the following criteria:

1. Students recognise the materials & process needed to produce the artwork
2. Students express their opinions on the artwork .

3. Students create an artwork as a response to multiple stimulators .




Subject: Arts (Music)

The Units are:

Unit 1: Music Makes me Move

Using percussion instruments and body movements, students will be exploring the beat

and rhythm by responding to songs and rhymes and creating accompaniments.

Unit 2: Rhythm Around Us

Through analyzing syllables in songs and rhymes, students will be exploring rhythm and
melody and demonstrating them on xylophones. Singing simple songs and exploring own
singing voice versus speaking voice is a skill shaped throughout the year .

Unit 3: Music and Patterns

Now students are using music notation to create their own patterns and demonstrate them
by singing and clapping. Group work, musical games and performances are part of the
classwork.

Unit 4: Music Makes Me Express

Students build their expression skills by responding to various tone colors, tempi (speed of

music), dynamics (Loudness and softness) and creating/ improvising body movements and

singing songs of different occasions and moods.

Assessments:

Responding:

Learners show an understanding that the different forms of arts are forms of expression to
be enjoyed. They know that music uses symbols and representations to convey meaning.
They have a concept of being an audience of different art forms and display awareness of
sharing art with others. They are able to interpret and respond to different art forms,
including their own work and that of others.

Creating:

Learners show an understanding that allows them to express themselves by creating
artworks using music. They know that creating artwork can be done on their own or with
others. They are aware that inspiration to create an artwork comes from their own
experiences and imagination. They recognize that they use symbols and representations to

convey meaning in their work.
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Subject: Library

Our library is a vibrant hub of inquiry that supports the PYP's emphasis on independent,
lifelong learning. Students visit regularly to select books, explore diverse texts, and develop
research skills that connect directly to their units of inquiry. The collection reflects a wide
range of genres, cultures, and perspectives, encouraging children to become curious,
open—-minded readers. Beyond borrowing books, the library serves as a space for guided
research, and storytelling, helping students build the skills they need to access, evaluate,
and use information confidently — a key component of the PYP learner profile and
approaches to learning. In addition, each classroom maintains its own smaller library,
offering students easy, everyday access to books that support their current unit of inquiry

.and independent reading level

For kindergarten, the librarian conducts weekly library classes in which she reads stories
and books in both Arabic and English related to the current units of inquiry, carefully
selecting titles suited to each topic and age group. Students are also encouraged to share
and discuss what they have read from their borrowed books, helping to build a love of

reading and confidence in expressing their ideas

34
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General Information

Attendance :

All students are expected to attend between 7:15 am and 1:00. Special hours ranging
between long days and short days have been set during the pandemic. Adhering to the school
daily schedule should have a positive effect on the students socially, psychologically and
academically. In case the students will be late, parents are invited to notify the school by
phone about the reason for coming late.

Health and Safety:

If a student has a health problem that must be attended to with care, both the school nurse
and the homeroom teacher should be notified. These health issues include allergies to certain
types of food, the need to take some medicines periodically and asthma which requires
special attention. The parent is requested to inform his child of his case and the things he
should avoid. If a student takes a certain medicine, the time schedule and the prescription
should be sent for each. In case of a sudden disease or injury at school

Meals Eaten at School:

—Parents are requested to encourage their children to drink water and eat healthy and
nutritious food, such as brown bread, fruits, fresh vegetables, milk, preservative—free natural
juice, etc .

—Students should also avoid unhealthy foods and drinks, such as fizzy drinks, chocolate,
chewing gum, candy, potato chips, snacks that contain harmful additives or preservatives,
etc .

—To ensure the safety of DAS students, it is prohibited to eat the above-mentioned types of
food in school due to their harmful effects of the well-being of our students .

—It is also forbidden to bring these foods during school trips or school parties .

—Parents are cordially requested to provide their children with bottles of water each day .

School Evacuation:

To ensure the safety of the school community, evacuation drills are performed occasionally.
Parents should not be disturbed if they were told by their children that there was a fire at
school which is in fact a fire evacuation drill. We wish safety to everyone.

Dismissal Plan:

For the safety of your children, parents are gratefully requested to encourage them to:
— At dismissal time, all students must leave directly to their car or bus accompanied by an
adult




— Students must not play or run in the corridors, the playground or outside the building among
cars.

— Students must never leave with a classmate or a relative without a prior written consent
from the parents and after the school administration and homeroom teachers have been
notified.

School Rules and regulations

It’s expected from our students to adhere to the following rules in all school facilities:
e | behave safely
e | behave responsibly

e | behave respectfully

All the teachers along with the students involved in the grade level participate in setting the
essential agreements which demonstrate the expected behaviors based on the previous
three rules. Teachers make sure to connect the expected behaviors with the IB learner
profile.

The students are trained and encouraged to apply the expected behaviors through
modelling, role—playing, displaying videos, and reading stories when needed. Students are
reinforced for showing positive behaviors.

The academic counsellor sets an individual improvement plan for the student’s behavior in

cooperation with the class teacher and parents.

We already have a private document (students commitment code) which clarifies the

expected behaviors and the consequences of violating them, taking into consideration that
they are classified into levels according to the severity of the behavior.

We hope you have a look at them on the school website carefully and discuss them with
your son. We are sure that our students will adhere to the behavioral expectations if they

are supported by school and home.
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Communication with Parents

Newsletter:
It is an important means of communication between school and parents. You can find it on
the school’s website. It includes topics and dates of various events, meetings and lectures.

Teacher's office hours schedule:

Each teacher has selected the proper timing for parents to contact her.

Individual Meetings:

Individual meetings are held twice a year, once in each of the two semesters. Invitations are
sent with highlighting the day and date of the individual meeting of each student.
Weekly Letter:

It is a weekly letter sent on the Thursday of each week, intended to explain what skills will
be worked on in the several academic subjects during the following week.
Unit Letters:

It is a letter sent to parents in the beginning of each unit to explain to you the classroom

expectations (knowledge and skills) that will be worked on with your child in that unit.

Email:
You can contact any teacher via her email account.

Microsoft Teams:

Teams is our dedicated learning management system and is used both for delivering lessons
and communication with parents. It is our main platform for conducting meetings and sharing
resources. Students are expected to submit all their classwork, homework and assessments

using the functions and features of Microsoft Teams.
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